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    Welcome to our holiday is-
sue! In keeping with the season, 
we would like to spotlight fami-
ly, accomplishment and human-
ity! We’ll start with the LYFE 
Program (Living for the Young 
Family through Education) pro-
gram. It began in 1982 at the 
New York City Department of 
Education. The program’s 
founder was named Carol Burt-
Beck who was a New York City 
Department of Education teach-
er, who saw many of her female 
students get pregnant and ulti-
mately dropout of high school 
because they could not find 
child care. As a result of Ms. 
Burt-Beck’s activism with the 
New York City Council and 
Council Woman Carol Bellamy, 
the LYFE Program was founded 
in 1982. 

Celebrating Family 
 

A Spotlight on the LYFE Program  
 

by SHANIA DIAZ 

    Harlem Renaissance accepts 
children from 6 weeks to 3 
years old. They watch newborns 
to toddlers as long as mothers 
and fathers are working or in 
school. LYFE provides fun 
events to encourage students on 
not giving up. Ms. Whittaker 
heads the LYFE Program here 
at Harlem Renaissance and she 
makes sure the program is 
abundant with gifts to encour-
age young parents to thrive. 
There has been college apply/
acceptance parties, wonderful 
holiday parties for Halloween, 
Thanksgiving & Christmas for 
the student parents and their 
families. She brings animal 
farms to the schools for the chil-
dren, their parents, and their 
family and friends. These 
events encourage students to 
continue to come to school and 
not give up. Last year LYFE 
had an #IAppliedtocollegeparty. 
There was cake, ice cream and 
many snacks. Everyone enjoyed 
it, even regular students at Har-
lem Renaissance. LYFE tries 
their best to combine Harlem 
Renaissance events and LYFE 
events that way student parents 
do not feel left out.  
    The social worker has helped 
me with regents prep; she’s giv-

en us spa day passes, taken us to 
Broadway shows, and given 
great parenting tips and taught 
us parental rights. This is why I 
always will return the favor of 

helping the LYFE program in 
any way that I can. Ms. Whita-
ker has helped me find other 
daycares even when I wanted to 
transfer my son from LYFE be-
cause the travel in the morning 
was too much for me. She has 
helped me with academic re-
grets by also doing regents prep 
everyday at lunch with me and 
other LYFE mothers. She is al-
ways looking for any type of 
extra help for me and other par-
ents in the program. 93% of 
student parents rate LYFE fa-
vorably, including myself. 
The LYFE staff uses The Crea-
tive Curriculum, which pro-
motes developmentally appro-
priate practices that respond to 
children’s strengths, interests, 
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and needs. There is a routine that the children follow everyday from the minute they 
walk through LYFE door’s at 9AM. The children have to make their way to the 
changing tables so they can be checked and changed into their play clothes. Once 
they are changed they go eat breakfast with the rest of the children at the table. After 
their bellies are full they can play or if it is nice outside the children will be taken to 
the park. Play time is usually over around 11AM and the children are put to take a 
nap for about 2 hours. Once they have awakened they are allowed to play again and 
in about a hour after they can have a snack. During snack time is when parents start 
picking up the children. 

    LYFE is very on top of 
each child’s development 
and growth during the time 
that they are with the pro-
gram. Isabel Cortez says “I 
love the LYFE Program 
because it isn’t only a big 
help to me as a teen mom 
but it’s also a huge help to 
other teen parents strug-
gling with money, no sup-
port and still trying to fur-
ther their education”. Isabel 
has been trusting LYFE 
with her children’s growth 

for nearly 5 years now. They have impacted her and her family positively with all of 
the support they gave. She says if she didn’t have the LYFE Program that she will 
probably be working 12-15 hours and earning almost nothing. She is glad she can go 
to college and get a degree so she can provide for her family and herself, not just 
bills. 
    Isabel Cortez is a 20 year old college student at Guttman College. She has three 
children and all were in the LYFE Program. Currently she has only two of her chil-
dren in the LYFE Program because her oldest daughter graduated in 2016, but it is 
still a big help for her. Isabel balances dropping her children off to daycare in the 
morning and making it to class in time and also taking care of her children after 
school while doing her school work. With the support LYFE gives to her and her 
family she is able to be successful. 
    Having children in your younger years will not be an easy job, but it is not impos-
sible to have children and still continue going to school so you can be successful. 
With wonderful programs like LYFE, it will be such a huge help during your jour-
ney. If you are a teen parent and need child care or if you know any teen parents 
who would like to continue going to school and/or is working contact LYFE Social 
Worker Ms. Whitaker at Harlem Renaissance in room 204A. It may be hard for 
some parents to leave their child with someone else while they take care of what 
they need to take care of but don’t worry, you can always check in on your baby 
whenever and even stop by and stay with him for a little while. 

PAGE 2 RENAISSANCE NEWS 

In This Issue: 

LYFE Program 

Page 1 

Being A Student Mom 

Page 3 

 Truths and Myths about the 
Holidays 

Page 4 

Food - What it says about  

holidays. 

Page 5 

Spotlight on December  

Graduates 

Page 7 

School to Jail Pipeline 

Page 8 

Introducing Robotics 

Page 9 

HRHS People of the Month 

Page 12 

December  Events 

Page 13 

 
Renaissance News Staff 

Editor-in-chief 

Tionna Vanbrook  

Editor 

Mai’Lani Worrell 

Writers 

Tyshawn Rush, Chief Writer 

Kahlia Murray Bey 

Briyana Brown 

Clay Cotto 

Lina Lockett 

Jennedy Sanchez 

Taniel Thompson 

Michelle Tuxpan 

Support Staff 

Jahaziel Salas  

Faculty Advisors 

Dana Holness 

Jeremy Young 

What do you 

think? Write 

your comments 

on:   



What do you think… Send your comments to: IG@myhrhsstory    We want to hear from you!!  

 

               
    The holidays are all about 
family, so the newsletter would 
like to take this opportunity to 
shout out all of the moms here 
at Harlem Renaissance for 
maintaining their families while 
finishing school. Being a moth-
er and student is not a walk in 
the park by any means, and the 
fact that these ladies juggle 
both, is worth spotlighting 
them. In this article, we would 
like to spotlight the moms who 
go to this school. Can you im-
agine trying to earn credits 
while trying to maintain good 
parenting skills at home? Many 
moms at HRHS also do not 
have the privilege of having a 
strong support system. 
    Being a parent is hard 
enough; so is trying to gain your 
high school diploma, and being 
a good parent at home is im-
portant but overwhelming. For 
example, Aida Leon stated, “It’s 
hard because my son is so at-
tached to me. When I come to 
school he cries. Its hard doing 
my school work at home and 
tending to my son.” This is 
overwhelming for mothers be-
cause they are emotionally at-
tached to their child. Experienc-
ing your child crying when 
leaving them can make you feel 
sorry for them. Trying to do 
your school work at home while 
monitoring your child is almost 
impossible. Especially if you 
have a toddler running around, 
opening cabinets and touching 
everything. 
    Students who are not parents 
always question students on 
how they have kids and still 
manage to attend school. Learn-
ing how to balance school, 
work, and family comes with 

practice of learning new sleep 
habits, putting extra effort into 
staying focused on graduating, 
and thinking about long-term 
career and mothering goals. We 
spoke with several mothers who 
attend Harlem Renaissance. 
Most students stated similar 
problems. Ananda Puryear, 
said, “I bathe my son, make him 
something to eat, feed him, 
shower, get dressed first, then 
dress him, drop him off at 
school. Then I come to school. 
It’s hard because my mom 
works, so I'm by myself. I con-
tinue to come to school because 
I want to graduate, and I want to 
set an example for my child”. 
Mornings for parents at Harlem 
Renaissance are more difficult 
because moms are not only pre-
paring themselves, they have to 
get their child already as well. 

As challenging as parenting is, 
Anada and other moms at 
HRHS are doing well because 
they thrive and really push 
themselves in school. They 
know their child needs them to 
have a good future, and they 

 feel that pressure. 
    Aida Leon talks about how 
hard it is being a pregnant 
mother, while a student at Har-
lem Renaissance, “The first 
thing I do is prepare my sons 
food, change his diaper, and I 
fall asleep and wake up in the 
afternoon. its hard doing my 
school work at home and tend-
ing to my son. It so hard be-
cause I'm pregnant, so I sleep a 
lot. It's hard to do what I want”. 
Trying to wake up early every-
day is a struggle for any preg-
nant person. Having an addi-
tional child as well is even more 
stressful. It can also be exhaust-
ing, especially when you want 
to live life with your friends 
while taking care of your kids. 
Aida receives help from her 
mom and the father of her child. 
That kind of support eases 
stress. 
    Every parent, has very differ-
ent family support systems. 
Some might be more fortunate 
than others however mothering 
is challenging period. 
    Many moms at HRHS ex-
pressed that they have parents 
that don't mind watching their 
child while they’re at school or 
work. However, some moms do 
not have support from their par-
ents because they are also work-
ing during the day or taking 
care of their own kids. Mostly 
all mothers are single parents. 
    One major challenge is that 
these young mothers care about 
what others think of them be-
cause they're are young and 
have children. They are often 
subjected to doubt from peers 
and staff, which lowers their 
self-confidence about finishing 
school. Moms feel like students 

The Struggles of Being a Mom in High School  
 

Juggling Two Worlds 
 

 by TIONNA VANBROOK & BRIYANA BROWN    
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and teachers treat them like they won't finish. “Its hard because they don’t take us 
seriously as students”, a mom at HRHS said. 
    Even though Harlem Renaissance is a school that is dedicated to helping young 
mothers, mothers often feel left out of school trips and activities that they can’t par-
ticipate in because they have a child. That is why the LYFE program fights for 
these young mothers to come to school and block all the bad things feelings that 
young mother’s might feel. HRHS has to show they believe that these young moth-
ers can achieve finishing high school. 
    Every teen mom has different challenges when it comes to attending school. 
Some have it better than others, but that doesn't mean any of them want to give up. 
If moms stick together in pushing each other to graduate, then less people will 
doubt them in finishing school. There's going to be ups and downs through it all, 
but at the end, a good future for the mother and her child makes the struggle worth 
it! 

Why Do We Celebrate ? 
 

Truths about Thanksgiving & Christmas 
 

 by KHALIA MURRAY BEY 

    There are many truths that we 
might not consider about 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
We all just know to come to-
gether with family and to cele-
brate, but do we all really know 
the background story of these 
holidays? As we go through the 
days and prepare for the holi-
days, students should take into 
consideration, the origins of 
these major holidays. 
    We all prepare to spend time 
and money buying decorations 
and food, getting in touch with 
family, getting in the holiday 
spirit. It's a tradition that fami-
lies do every year, generation to 
generation. Why do families go 
all out every year without 
knowing the origin of these tra-
ditions? 
 
The Untold Story of Thanks-

giving 

    Unfortunately in the 1600s, 
whole Native American tribes 
were killed and the victory over 
their murder was how Thanks-
giving came to be. The History 
Channel reports that on May 26, 
1637, the body of an undefined 
Puritanist was discovered on a 
canoe. Armed pilgrim settlers 
figured that the natives of the 
Pequot village committed the 
crime. New settlers lit the entire 
village on fire, which consumed 
many unarmed women, children 
and men. Many that escaped the 
fire were still hunted and killed. 
The Massachusetts Bay colony 
declared, “A Day of Thanksgiv-
ing” in Croton, Massachusetts 
due to 700 unarmed Indians be-
ing killed. Many people would 
be shocked to know that this 
holiday that we celebrate is re-
lated to such horrific back-
ground, but shouldn’t we give 
thanks? However, ignoring the 
murders of the Indians is almost 
like ignoring all of the blacks 
killed by the cops now. Should 
we only be thankful for our 
family and not our communi-
ties?   
 

Christmas Manipulated 

    Now to explain the origin of 
Christmas. There are many sto-
ries and beliefs that people as-
sociate with Christmas. For in-
stance, Christmas revolves 
around Santa and giving out 
gifts to children. But at the 
same time, business owners 
make tons of profit. Statistics 
say that many businesses make 
50% of their yearly income in 
one month—the time between 
black Friday and December 
25th. Mass marketing and dras-
tic advertising revolves mostly 
around Christmas in modern 
days. But again, what is the 
background story that drives 
Christmas?  
 

The Christmas  Conspiracy 
    I did some research, and 
found that Christmas practices 
are believed to have began in 
early BC. The Scandinavians 
and then Romans who held a 
festival on December 25th, to 
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Food and the Holidays  
 

What food says about the holidays and American culture 
 

By TANIEL THOMPSON & LINA LOCKETT 

    People from all over the 
world who come to America 
celebrate the holiday seasons in 
an American way, but every 
culture celebrates it by putting 
their own cultural spin on it. 
The meals cooked on holidays 
represents where people come 
from, and its definitely not 
America. 
    We interviewed different stu-
dents and teachers from India, 
Mexico, Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico, and Italy and 
found out what each of these 
cultures cook for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas in their homes. 
We wanted to know why people 
add their cultural foods to the 
holidays as opposed to making 
“American” food, and celebrat-
ing the American way. We 
wanted to know our students 
celebrate Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in the “American” 
way, without their cultural food. 
    After the interviews, we 
learned that almost no one 
cooks the traditional 
“American” Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinner, which is tur-
key, mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
corn, cranberry, and wine. Eve-

ryone we interviewed puts their 
own cultural stamp on holiday 
meals.  
    Even though, our students 
and teachers add their own tra-
ditional foods, the main dish 
that everyone eats is Turkey for 
Thanksgiving. Since 
“American” Christmas is more 
about sweets: sugar plums, can-
dy canes, egg nog and sugar 
cookies, opposed to a trademark 
meal, most people cook a lot of 
the same food for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 
    According to Ms. Bano, my 
teacher from India, says that she 
eats turkey on Thanksgiving, 
but that’s the only American 
dish she cooks. The other dishes 
she eats is from her country.  
biryani, haleem, kabab, and roti. 

The main dishes they eat in her 

culture are dum-ka-murgh, 
which is a whole baked chicken, 
and biryani which is made of 
rice and goat meat. Her  family 
does not say a prayer of thanks 
before eating or discuss what 
they are thankful for. She says, 
“we just come together and en-
joy our time together.” Ms. 
Bano does not celebrate Christ-
mas eve, like Dominicans and 
Puerto Ricans, but she does cel-
ebrate Christmas. She said that 
her family comes, and they have 
a little get together. 
    She does make Christmas 
dinner. She says she makes the 
same food for Christmas that 
she makes Thanksgiving, except 
the turkey. We asked her if she 
felt like the holidays would feel 
the same if they didn't cook 
their traditional holiday dinners 
and she says the holidays would 
not be the same without the 
food because that when the 
family really comes together. 
    A Mexican student that goes 
to Harlem Renaissance named 
Jah, says, like Ms. Bano, he eats 
turkey for Thanksgiving, but 
that is the only traditional 
American Thanksgiving dish 

celebrate the winter solstice. 
But as time passed, the sun of 
the god, Mithra as well.  

    After hundreds of years and 
the popularity and spread of the 
belief in Jesus Christ occurred, 
the Romans are said to have 

changed the worship of Mithra, 
the god of the sun to be the 
“birth” of Christ, the “son of 
god”. Some people believe the 
birth of the son of god is said to 
be the birthday of the god of the 
sun. Jesus was said to be born in 
the spring.  
    Along the way through histo-
ry, the Romans wanted rituals 
and festivities of the pagan Sat-
urnalia to still stand, even with 
its newly emerged Christianity . 
In the end Christmas’ real 
meaning has no connection to 
baby Jesus.  
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    Many of us learn that we give 
gifts because the wise men gave 
baby Jesus gifts. But gifts giv-
ing on December 25th happened 
long before Jesus. Are we prac-
ticing gift giving because of 
love for Jesus or family, or are 
we just trained by the powers 
that be, to spend money, you 
decide?  
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cooked. The other dishes he eats 
are from his culture. He eats 
rice, beans, pernil and tamales. 
The main dish in his house is 
tamales. 

    His family does pray and say 
what they're thankful for before 
they eat. If they don’t celebrate 
Thanksgiving on that Thursday, 
they celebrate it on the week-
ends because many people work 
during the week and don’t have 
off on the actual day. He says 
his traditional American foods 
are still different from Ameri-
can foods because the way they 
cook those plates are different 
and the seasonings are different 
as well. He does celebrate 
Christmas, but on Christmas 
Eve. That is when everyone 
comes together to celebrate.      
    A Dominican staff member in 
our school named Katherine, 
makes a pasteles, rice and beans 
and sometimes other Dominican 
foods, but she also eats the tra-
ditional American Thanksgiving 
staple, turkey, baked potatoes, 
brisket and wine (and we doubt 

if wine is “American”). Her 
family does not come together 
and say what they are thankful 
for. She says the foods in her 
country are Caribbean based. 
She also celebrates on Christ-
mas Eve. 
    Ms.Torres is from Puerto Ri-
co. She eats pasteles, but she 
mainly eats the American tradi-
tional Thanksgiving turkey, 

stuffing, potato salad, and sweet 
potatoes. Her family does come 
together, say prayers and states 
what they are thankful for. She 
believes the food in her country 
is basically the same as Ameri-
can food but they’re more fish 
and fruits because of the tropi-
cal climate. For Christmas, she 
eats pernil, pasteles and arroz y 
guandules, no sugar plums and 
sugar cookies. And Puerto Ri-
cans love Coquito, not egg nog.    
She believes Christmas would-
n’t be the same without a 
Christmas dinner, “Christmas is 
really the only time they have 
pernil. Its not a meal you eat all 
year around. Most wait for the 
holidays to have it. 

    The principal, Mr.Caputo is 
from Italy. He eats traditional 
American Thanksgiving food, 
but he too, does add Italian fla-
vor to his meals. His family 
makes casseroles, sweet pickles 
and ham and focaccia  
bread. Focaccia bread looks like 
a square pizza and it is made 
with olives, sauce, onions and 
different toppings. 

    His family prays and gives 
thanks but not around the table. 
He also celebrates Christmas 
Eve like in Spanish cultures. He 
goes to church and eats a dinner 
of 7 fish of any kind. For 

Christmas, he eats ham or steak 
with mash potatoes with green 
beans and salad. He believes 
Christmas is for family to come 
together and enjoy their time. 
    Talking to different cultures 
about what they eat during the 
holidays makes us realize that 
American culture is made up 
from every other culture in the 
world, and holidays are based 
on good food and family.  
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What Better Gift than a December Diploma 
 

Celebrating December Graduates 
 

by MAILANI WORRELL, JAH SALAS, MICHELLE TUXPAN 

    What is so special about De-
cember graduates though? Well 
we all come here with that 
mindset of course, every student 
should graduate, but most peo-
ple don’t anticipate graduating 
in December? Imagine only go-
ing to school for 3-4 months in 
a school year, not many stu-
dents get this opportunity to 
graduate early, so this is why 
it’s important to spotlight these 
students. They will not get the 
same senior celebration that 
June graduates receive.  
    We interviewed four gradu-
ates and asked them all the 
same questions. What were 
their obstacles, their thoughts 
about graduating in December, 
their high school experience 
here at HRHS, how they feel 
about accomplishing high 
school, will they miss out on the 
activities and lastly what is spe-
cial about them? All four gave 
interesting and insightful an-
swers that might help all of you 
who are working towards grad-
uating.  
    Sharief states that his biggest 
obstacles was “staying con-
sistent. Being in high school, 
you have to be consistent with 
your grades, be on time and 
have good grades.” Many peo-
ple can agree on that, but is it 
really that easy? That's why De-
cember graduates are important. 
It took me time to learn how to 
maintain consistency. 

    The great outcome he is ex-
periencing is “knowing I did 
what I have to do, which is my 
great accomplishment.” He also 
says that finishing school can 
help with his future. He says he 
will miss the help of LTW, be-
cause “you get paid to be an 
intern, who wouldn’t miss 
someone helping you get a 
job?”  
    Lastly, we asked him, what’s 
so special about him? He states 
“Well, I’m me and, there is no 
other me”, typical Sherief! 

    Kahlia states that her obsta-
cles were, “the whole high 
school thing: fitting in, going 
from one high school to anoth-
er, trying to figure out my pur-
pose, and trying to focus more. 
That's how I got to HRHS be-
cause I wasn't focusing my at-
tention on school.” 

    Now that she is coming to the 
end of her high school years, we 
asked her what her experience 
has shaped itself to become. “It 
was life changing. When I came 
into high school, I was 16 and I 
thought I was the cutest. I want-
ed everyone else to know. Eve-
ryone goes through the phase 
where they want to be known.” 
    I went through my maturing 
stage where I realized it’s not 
all about me.” She said, “I went 
through trying to figure out my 

priorities. I’m asking myself, 
what’s going to be important to 
me in five years? What's not 
going to matter to me?” 

    Another graduate anticipating 
graduating in December is Tiar-
ra. She applied to colleges and 
got accepted into all her choic-
es. Congratulations Tiara! She 
has been in this school for three 
years. She is very happy for 
herself graduating in December, 
“it’s a great accomplishment.” 
Tiarra also shared with us her 
thoughts and some advice for 
the upcoming graduates in June. 
She mentioned, “Stay in school. 
Stop making friends. Stay out of 
the hallway. Go to class on 
time. Do all your homework.” 
She wants you to know, “Just 
be focused because friends will 
not be there in the long run after 
you graduate. Lollygagging will 
hold you back.” 
    Our last interview was with 
Jah. Jah is pushing hard to grad-
uate in December. He mentions 
“December graduation is more 
of a wake up call for me. If I 
had been on my work, I would 
have finished in summer”. 
    Although he was close to 
graduating in summer school, 
he was still missing two credits. 
Now that he’s leaving HRHS he 
wants to give the other students 
some advice, “just focus and 
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don’t prioritize nothing as more 
important than your education!” 
Jah has been in this school for a 

year and a half. He liked the 
trimester system a lot because it 
was “a faster pace and better for 
me.”  
    After high school, his plan is 
to go to college to study fi-
nance. He will be going out of 
state to live in Texas, so he will 
be taking a year off before go-
ing to school. 
    December graduates leave 
quietly, but they’ve still fin-
ished the big race. Each of these 
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graduates have different 
back stories, but they all 
have similar conclusions on 
what high school has taught 
them and in the end, they all 
made it. Their biggest ac-
complishment and Christ-
mas gift is graduation in De-
cember. 
 

School-to-Jail Pipeline 
 

Did you know? Should there be one? 
 

 by TYSHWAN RUSH & CLAY COTTO 

    After surveying 20 students 
here at Harlem Renaissance, we 
found out of the 20, 11 students 
have been arrested and 8 stu-
dents have not. Again, out of 20 
students, only 6 were aware that 
the school-to-jail pipeline exists 
and only 1 student knows that 
they are in the pipeline. 16 stu-
dents felt that schools should 
not know about their contact 
with police, but only 5 out of 
the 16 thinks it will make a 
school look at them differently. 

    These numbers are shocking 
because they reflect that about 
50% of our students have had 
interactions with the law. We 
asked ourselves how much 
would these numbers increase if 
we surveyed the whole school. 
    We asked Mr. Caputo, the 
principal, the same questions 
that we asked Assistant Princi-
pal Ms. Cruz about what docu-
ments have students interactions 

with the law on them. We got 
the same answers. He explained 
that, “at the 
school level, 
we don’t have 
any full warn-
ing if some-
one is coming 
to Harlem Re-
naissance 
with a record 
or from jail, 
but we do get notified if there’s 
a student coming from Rikers 
Island Academy, they let us 
know.” He says, “there’s a way 
to go into ATS to find out 
where someone's last school 
was and if the student attended 
a DOE school or a school affili-
ated with the legal system.” Mr. 
Caputo feels that we should 
look at students for who they 
are and not where they’ve been. 

“We are mostly looking to help 

students better themselves, even 
if they are transitioning from 
jail to school.” Our survey lets 
us know that some kids do well 
after coming out of jail, and 
some struggle.  
    We asked Ms. Cruz what 
documents have the school to 
jail pipeline on it? She explains, 
“I have not seen any documents 
from the Department of Ed that 
have that information on them. 
The only information I’ve seen 
about the school-to-jail pipeline 
have been in documentaries 
from people who protest.” She 
has yet to see any of these docu-
ments from the DOE or at any 
school-level organizations. Ms. 
Cruz believes that student’s 
knowing they are on the pipe-
line could be good. She says, “if 
students know about the school-
to-jail pipeline, they will be 
more purposeful about their ac-
tions in and outside of school.” 
We also asked her about her 
personal thoughts on the pipe-
line and does she think it’s nec-
essary. She feels its very neces-
sary because “if you don’t see 
the data and the numbers, you 
would think that it doesn’t exist. 
She believes suspensions can 
predict how likely it is for a stu-
dent to end up on Riker’s.” Her 
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point is that knowledge allows 
for intervention. She further 
points out, “if you see the data 
and the numbers across the city 
and state you will see the corre-
lation between getting in trouble 
in school and going to jail, or 
vice versa, is very strong.” Our 
research relates with what Ms. 
Cruz is saying, “Students sus-
pended or expelled for a discre-
tionary violation are nearly 
three times more likely to be in 
contact with the juvenile justice 
system the following year.” 
Statistics say that between 1999 
and 2007, the percentage of 
black students being suspended 
has increased by twelve percent, 
and out of the total incarcerated 
population in the United States, 
61% are Black or Latino.  
    We have interviewed a cou-
ple of students based off their 
surveys. 
Ciarra was 
a student in 
the school 
that got ar-
rested for 
fighting. I 
asked her if 
she felt like 

the school should know about 
her arrest. She said, “I don’t 
care.” But I also asked her does 
she feel like the school will look 
at her differently, she told me, 
“yes”. Then she told me about 
an incident that happened in the 
school that makes her feel like 
the school sees her as too wild.” 
Ciarra was also put into a pro-
gram where she had to go twice 
a week and talk in a group. 
    Another 
student 
named Jor-
dan was ar-
rested be-
cause of ac-
tivities in 
school and 
had to go 
through pro-
cessing at the police station 
where they took his finger 
prints and pictures, before he 
got picked up by his mom.  
    I asked him if he feels like 
the school should know about 
his arrest. His response was, 
“hell no, it has nothing to do 
with them.” After explaining 
the school-to-jail pipeline is to 
him, I asked if he feels like it 

affects him in any way, he told 
me no because no one talks 
about it.” I want to know, why 
do school boards need that infor-
mation.  
    The school-to-jail pipeline 
stats are at its highest in the US 
at almost 800 student prisoners 
out of a population of 100,000. 
Russia is at 600 out of 100,000; 
South Africa is 400 out of 
100,000. Some stats are nowhere 
as high—like barely any stu-
dents are getting arrested. Like 
Europe at 100, Canada almost 
200, Australia almost 200, and 
Japan is a little below 100. The 
school-to-jail pipeline is there to 
keep tabs on the students that 
have been arrested, came into 
contact with the police, or are in 
trouble a lot and predicted to be 
in jail. This number says though 
how much different cultures in-
vest in their students.  
    We all need to ask ourselves 
if the DOE is using this infor-
mation to help students or is the 
DOE and jail system working 
together??? 
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Introducing New Money Streams: Robotics & Coding 
 

Robots coming to HRHS! 
 

 by JAH SALAS 

    Robotics class is here at Har-
lem Renaissance. What does 
this mean for you? Are you in-
terested in technology? What 
about robots? What about learn-
ing about technology and creat-
ing robots? But how do robots 
work or how do you even make 
them? Where do you even 
begin!? How about coding? 
There are so many questions to 
be asked and so many answers 
to learn from. Harlem Renais-
sance is proud to announce their 
new robotics class beginning at 
the end of the month of Novem-

ber. There will be a meeting 
held on Wednesday the 14th at 
3pm in room 408. If you were 
ever in Ms. A’s coding class, 
then congratulations this will be 
much easier and more fun than 
just coding. You will be inte-
grating that coding knowledge 
you learned and creating robots 
that can be used to do whatever 
you like. The possibilities are 
endless, but whether you limit 
yourself is up to you! Just know 
that knowing how to code 
means MAKING $$$$$. Pay-
scale.com says the top 25 per-

cent of computer programmers 
average (not including bonuses) 
$79,502 per year, while the 
comparable number for senior 
software engineers is $121,348. 
Coding can get you a well paid 
job in many various depart-
ments. Some jobs don't even ask 
for a college degree, most kids 
these days are self taught even 
the ones as successful in Silicon 
Valley. Silicon Valley is home 
to many start-ups and global 
technology companies. Apple, 
Facebook and Google. 
    The program was first intro-
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duced by Mr. Gray to our 
school administration. He told 
me that he asked himself, “How 
can it be possible for students to 
use their electronic devices to 
grow instead of using them for 
“crappy” things such as social 
media. He learned about this 
organization through his past 
personal and professional life.    

    Once Ms. Cruz and Mr. Ca-
puto decided it was in the best 
interest of the students to add 
this program to Harlem Renais-
sance. “It's All About Kids” 
came and demonstrated their 
agenda. Admin then asked Mrs. 
A if she was open to the idea of 
teaching coding and robotics. 
    The after school program will 
be introduced as a club but will 
now be available as a afternoon 
class with a credit for science or 
math for whoever needs it. Mrs. 
A mentions that “we want a 
course that's not only given as 
enrichment, but credit”. 
    The robotics class is a STEM 
course and will be given as a 
STEM credit. What is STEM? 
STEM is a curriculum based on 
the idea of educating students in 
four specific disciplines —
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics in an inter-
disciplinary and applied ap-
proach. STEM is very important 
living in the 21st century. Mr. 
Gray mentioned to me “I.T. is 
it!” 
    Once you learn how to code 
you can go anywhere and get a 
job anywhere. Senior software 
engineer median annual salary: 
$100,989. These type of jobs 
are an excellent choice and the 
demand for them is expected to 
grow by 22% by 2022, much 
faster than the average for all 

occupations, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
STEM looks good on a resume. 
Colleges will love to see this 
club it would look excellent on 
your resume, employers would 
also like to see that you take 
initiative in technology. Excel-
lent opportunity for anyone who 
would like to go into a STEM 
field such as Ms. Cruz who was 
an engineering undergrad. 
    “I think everything is STEM, 
I studied STEM in high school. 
I went to an engineering and 
science high school and I stud-
ied engineering as an under-
grad. That's a skill you can 
transfer into anything in your 
life”. 

    Mrs. A believes that robotics 
is a very interesting field that 
draws together so many cutting 
edge technologies. “It opens 
your world to different ways of 
thinking. Robotics are very dif-
ferent from doing a liberal arts 
major because you are basically 
problem solving. That's every-
thing you get paid for, to prob-
lem solve so when you’re able 
to problem solve and become a 
critical thinker, that's a skill for 
the rest of your life”. 

    Mrs. A hopes everyone can 
find their coding niche with this 
class and find a home within the 

robotics projects. Invitations 
have already been sent out to 
the class, but anyone is wel-
come to talk to Mrs. Cruz to try 
to squeeze you in. School ad-
ministration is very excited and 
will enjoy watching its students 
taking advantage of this pro-
gram. Mr. Gray will also be ob-
serving from a distance and 
passing by checking up on stu-
dents. Mr. Gray believes that 
our students can step up and 
compete globally in robotics. 
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What do you 

think? Write 

your comments 

on:   



What do you think… Send your comments to: IG@myhrhsstory    We want to hear from you!!  

 

Sincerely Yours  
 

Dear Sincerely Yours, 
 
    “In time it’ll heal, but I've been wanting to speak about this situation. Depression is 
real, anxiety is very much real dealing with everyday issues. It bothers me that my best 
friend not so long ago passed away, he was shot dead. I don't speak upon this to anyone 
because I usually keep my feelings to myself, but right now I'm really depressed. I feel 
like nobody’s here for me, I feel like my own mother doesn't even care for me. I just 
don’t know what to do with life.” 
 
HRHS Student 
 

Dear fellow classmate,  
 
    I know you must be going through a very hard difficult time right now losing your 
best friend. I know how it feels because not so long ago, I had lost my grandfather. But 
it helped me 10x better as soon as I started speaking about it, my situation got better. 
I myself got better. It’s not good to keep how you are feeling bottled up inside you. 
There’s plenty of therapy agencies that are also free so you can speak to them if you 
don't feel comfortable talking about your feelings to your fellow peers or people you 
know and I am positively sure that your mother loves you. My best suggestion is that 
you go up to her, sit her down calmly, and really let her know how she’s making you 
feel, tell her that you need to feel loved again, that you miss your relationship together, 
tell her that there's a lot of stuff you wish to talk about to her, but you don't feel like 
she cares enough to actually pay attention. I promise she’ll listen. Communication is 
key. Communicate in order to feel better, because then no one is going to know how you 
truly feel deep inside. 
 
Xoxo - Your fellow peer 
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Student, Teacher, and Support Staff of the Month 

          by JENNEDY SANCHEZ 

    By giving recognition of appreciation to our students and staff members, it 

confirms that their hard work is being valued by others in our HRHS commu-

nity. Our mission is to have their satisfaction and productivity rise as well as 

motivate to maintain or improve their good work. 

Mr. Mason  
 
“He is a very funny teach-
er, I have never seen him 
argue with any students or 
any students to be mad at 
him.” 
 
“Mason is the man, he's 
one of the best teachers 
I’ve ever had.” 
 
“He keeps the class excit-
ing and his class is never 
boring.” 

Sean  
 
“He's the best support staff 
in the school, that's my 
son.” 
 
“He really does his job cor-
rectly and he is not disre-
spectful.” 
 
“He be dressing fly. His 
sneakers be dope.” 

Shelley Ordonez 
 
“Shelley is a very well re-
spected student, always on 
time to my class.” 
 
“Shelley is a phenomenal 
student, always on time and 
her attendance is perfect, 
she's very dedicated to ac-
complish what she wants.” 
 
“Shelly is a very hard 
working student, always 
striving for more and asks 
for extra credit and her at-
tendance is on point.”  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

      Regents prep 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Start coat/toy 
holiday drive / 
LTW seminar 

Senior photos 
10am-2pm 

 End of tri-
mester 1  

Intercession for 
trimester 1 

Regents prep 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 Holiday deco-
rating starts / 
LTW seminar / 

Trimester 2 
starts 

LTW sports 
symposium  

LTW co-op 
teach tour 

  Regents prep 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 LTW seminar / 
Holiday spirit 

week  

ASAP CUNY 
program 

presentation / 
Holiday spirit 

week  

End of toy/coat 
drive / Holiday 

spirit week  

Holiday door 
decorating 

ends / Food 
drive / Holiday 

spirit week 

Holiday party / 
Potluck lunch-
7th / Holiday 
spirit week 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 WINTER BREAK  WINTER 
BREAK / Christ-

mas Day 

WINTER BREAK  WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK  

30 31 1 2 3 4  

       

DECEMEBER 
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